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tremendous value to businesses and others who need to be able to plan over the long 
term. In a parliamentary system, sweeping change is far easier, and too much change can 
sometimes be a problem. A new party or new coalition coming into power can change just 
about anything and everything. Radical changes in tax laws can nullify a lifetime investment 
strategy in a second. Big changes in foreign policy can weaken or even shatter alliances. 
The effects are particularly obvious in business and other economic matters, in which sta-
bility of policy has a big influence on the investment of current wealth, the building of 
infrastructure, and research or production for future gains. Consistent policy is also valu-
able for educational systems, law enforcement, and any other long-term endeavors for 
which infrastructure, such as educational curriculum, needs to be developed for the 
repeated performance of given functions. Any societal institutions that look to the future 
usually do better in a stable political and policy environment.

Pointless Figure 7.1 �A Scintillating Visual Representation of the Differences between Presidential and 
Parliamentary Legislative Systems
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